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Sir: 

RESPONSE TO ELECTION/RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

This paper is responsive to the Office Action mailed October 5, 2006. The 
Examiner has indicated that claims 1-21 are pending in the application and are subject to 
restriction and/or election requirement. Specifically, we understand that the Examiner has 
grouped the claims between Species A directed to oxides, and Species B directed to silicates. 

Applicants traverse the election requirement between Species A and Species B. 
Applicants argue that oxides and silicates are not independent, mutually exclusive species. 
Applicants assert that silicates (metal + oxygen + silicon) is a further limitation of oxides (metal 
+ oxygen). Evidence of Applicants position is found in paragraphs 41-43 of the instant 
specification where the oxide, e.g., hafnium oxide (Hf0 2 ), can be deposited using a metal oxide 
precursor, e.g., a Hf(OBut) 4 precursor, and the silicate, e.g., hafnium silicate (HfSiO x ), can be 
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deposited using the same metal oxide precursor, along with a silicon-containing gas. Thus, the 
silicate deposition could be a dependent claim of the oxide deposition by reciting the further 
limitation of including a silicon-containing gas in the process chamber. In addition to oxides and 
silicates being related and not mutually exclusive, there is no serious burden on the Examiner if 
restriction is not required. 

In the event the Election Requirement is maintained, Applicants hereby elect 
Species A directed to oxides. Claims 1 and 3-21 are generic, and thus read on elected Species A. 
Claim 2 reads on both Species A and Species B, and thus, is also generic. Examination on the 
merits of elected Species A in claims 1-21 is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WOOD, HERRON & EVANS LLP. 

By: /Kristi L. Davidson/ 

Kristi L. Davidson, Reg. No. 44,643 

2700 Carew Tower 
441 Vine Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 
513/241-2324 (voice) 
513/241-6234 (facsimile) 
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